about you."
"You surprise me. I should like to witness a performance of
these works. May I ask do they give a fair representation of my
character?"
"They represent that women used to fall in love with you/5
"Doubtless; but are they particular in pointing out that I never
fell in love with them—that I earnestly endeavoured to recall
them to a sense of their duty, and inflexibly resisted their ad-
vances? Is that made quite clear?"
"No, sir, I am afraid not. Rather the opposite, I think."
"Strange! how slander clings to a man's reputation. And so I,
of all men, am known and execrated as a libertine."
"Oh, not execrated, I assure you. You are very popular. People
would be greatly disappointed if they knew the truth,"
"It may be so. The wives of my friends, when I refused to
elope with them, and even threatened to tell their husbands if
they did not cease to persecute me, used to call me a fish and a
vegetable. Perhaps you sympathize with them."
"No," I said. Then—I dont know what possessed me; but of
course it was not the same with him as with ordinary men—I
put out my hand, and said, "You were right: they were not true
women. If they had known what was due to themselves, they
would never have made advances to a man; but I—I—I love—"
I stopped, paralysed by the spreading light in his astonished eyes.
"Even to my ghost!" he exclaimed. "Do you not know,
senorita, that young English ladies are not usually supposed to
make uninvited declarations to strange gentlemen in railway
carriages at night?"
"I know all about it; and I dont care. Of course I should not
say it if you were not a ghost I cant help it If you were real, I
would walk twenty miles to get a glimpse of you; and I would
make you love me in spite of your coldness."
"Exactly what they used to say to me! Word for word, except
that they said it in Spanish! Stay: you are going to put your
arms timidly about my neck; ask me whether I do not love
you a very little; and have a quiet little cry on my chest It is
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